
September 30, 2025

The Honorable Brooke L. Rollins
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250

Re: Request for Enhanced NWS Surveillance at the California-Mexico Border

Secretary Rollins:

On September 21, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that New World 
screwworm (NWS) had been detected in the Mexican city of Sabinas Hidalgo, less than 70 miles
south of the U.S.-Mexico border. Any threat to our nation’s food supply chain is a threat to our 
national security, and as NWS draws closer to the border, we strongly urge USDA to establish an
NWS surveillance program at the California-Mexico border and dedicate additional resources to 
monitoring and controlling the threat of NWS. 

According to USDA’s September 21 press release, “Since July, USDA alongside Mexico, has 
been actively monitoring nearly 8,000 traps across Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico.” Given that
no ports of entry at the California-Mexico border are approved for cattle crossing, it is reasonable
that USDA initially focused NWS surveillance efforts on those states where cattle crossings do 
exist. However, the July 9 suspension of live cattle and bison imports from Mexico has shifted 
the dynamic and limiting USDA’s trapping and other surveillance measures to the above border 
states creates a critical gap in America’s defense.

California is the only state bordering Mexico without a robust NWS surveillance program, and 
while the California-Mexico border is not typically a direct trade route for livestock, it is 
nevertheless a potential point of entry for NWS. Mexicali is home to roughly 341,000 beef cattle 
and if NWS were to advance to their feedyards the fly population could quickly proliferate and 
progress immediately northward to cattle in the California border town of Calexico. NWS could 
also cross the border via infected wildlife at the California-Mexico border. Finally, with the 
confirmation last month of NWS infection in a human who traveled to Maryland from El 
Salvador, it is possible that NWS could be transmitted by one of the 200,000 people who cross 
the border into California every day.  

In light of these very real threats, robust surveillance at the California-Mexico border is 
necessary to secure our country against the tremendous threat the NWS poses to our nation’s 
people and food supply.  

At 140 miles, the California-Mexico border represents less than 8% of the border distance 
already surveilled in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. With relatively modest investments, we 



believe USDA can reinforce our nation’s defenses against the threat of NWS, ensuring that our 
nation’s people, pets, and livestock remain protected from this devastating pest we worked so 
hard to eradicate from our territory 60 years ago. Thank you for your attention to this matter, we 
look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Jay Obernolte
Member of Congress

Vince Fong
Member of Congress

Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress



CC:
Lauren Stump, DVM, Deputy Under Secretary of USDA Marketing and Regulatory 

Programs, Lauren.Stump@usda.gov
Dr. Michael Watson, Administrator, USDA Animal & Plant Health Inspection Services, 

michael.t.watson@aphis.usda.gov
Dr. Rosemary Sifford, Chief Veterinary Officer and Deputy Administrator of USDA 
APHIS 

Veterinary Services, rosemary.sifford@usda.gov
Matthew Rhoads, Deputy Administrator, USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine 

Program, matthew.a.rhoads@usda.gov
Karen Ross, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture, 

Karen.Ross@cdfa.ca.gov
Dr. Annette Jones, California State Veterinarian and Director of CDFA Animal Health and

Food Safety Services, annette.jones@cdfa.ca.gov 
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